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İSTANBUL YENİ YÜZYIL UNIVERSITY 

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES 

ANGLO-AMERICAN LITERATURE AND CREATIVE WRITING M.A. 

PROGRAMME COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 

FALL SEMESTER 

 

This course aims to compare and contrast the major literary and critical theories through 

which critics and scholars have traditionally analysed works of literature. Through group 

discussion and ongoing written assessment, the established concepts and methods of each 

theory are examined. Subsequently, students are also asked to ‘re-read’ texts through the lens 

of each conceptual model in order to achieve a better understanding of each theory’s 

contribution to the field of literary research.  

 

ECW 503 Writing Poetry (3.0.3) 7 ECTS 

This course introduces students to the history, theory and practice upon which several well-

known poetic modes are predicated. Each week, students engage with a different form of 

poetic composition – such as the sonnet, concrete poetry, nonsense rhyme or free verse – and 
are then expected to produce their own pieces of work in adherrence to each of these stylistic 

models. Such original work is then disscussed and revised during class. At the heart of the 

course lies the idea that creative and critical writing within the field of literary endeavour are 

intimately entwinned, and so each student is also expected to produce reflective prose 

commentaries that address their own creative work and personal poetic development. 

 

ELECTIVE COURSES 

 

ECW 567 Postcolonial Literature (3.0.3) 7 ECTS 

In this course, Postcolonial criticism and how it pertains to several works of English 

literature provides the framework for discussion. Texts representing a variety of different 

national literatures are considered with reference to the specific contexts of their historical, 

geographical and cultural production.  

 

 

ECW 569 Women’s Writing and Feminist Theory (3.0.3) 7 ECTS 

In this course, a selection of novels and/or short stories are analyzed critically in the light of 

feminist theory. Moreover, it also discusses the history of Women’s writing in general and 

seeks to engage with forgotten female voices that may be absent from many conventional 

literary canons.  

 

 

ECW 571 Drama Studies (3.0.3) 7 ECTS 

This course aims to survey several plays from different theoretical perspectives and from both 

a historical and contemporary points of view. Students will examine texts selected from the 

canonical corpus that will range chronologically from the Ancient Greeks to the present day.  
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ECW 573 Shakespearean Tragedy (3.0.3) 7 ECTS 

This course aims to analyze Shakespeare’s selected tragedies and explore their rhetorical, 

poetic, political and philosophical aspects through discussions and in class presentations. The 

students are required to read, watch and become familiar with the texts under discussion in 

advance and contribute to class discussions.  

ECW 575 Editing Translated Literature (3.0.3) 7 ECTS 

This course initially introduces the student to basic criticism and quality assessment of 

translated literature. Starting with a critical outlook at the translated literary product, students 

are provided with insight into theoretical aspects of evaluating literary translation as well as 

an opportunity to develop and demonstrate their editing, revising, proofreading and copy-

editing skills in practice. Pre-editing and post-editing processes are also covered within this 

course, taking up the publication process of translated literature with particular reference to 

the way it travels between/across cultures.  

ECW 577 Film Adaptations (3.0.3) 7 ECTS 

This course examines the relationship between literature and cinema by focusing on film 

adaptations of literary genres such as the novel, short story and drama.  

 

SPRING SEMESTER 

 

ECW 510 Research Methods and Ethics (3.0.3) 6 ECTS 

The aim of the course is to introduce different methodologies that students need as they 

conduct research in literary studies. Looking into the main principles of research design and 

planning as well as evaluating data, students are asked to come up with a research project by 

the end of the semester. The course also aims at raising and deepening students’ awareness of 

the cultural and ethical aspects of conducting research in their chosen field. 

ECW 504 Writing Prose (3.0.3) 6 ECTS 

This course exposes students to a wide range of creative prose, a literary form that we might 

best define as being that type of writing that most closely seeks to imitate the natural sounds, 

cadences and grammatical structures of speech. Students are obliged to examine the 

techniques used to create such prose forms as short stories, travel writing, memoirs, 

autobiographies and literary journalism. Moreover, they are also expected to produce weekly 

written pieces to receive constructive feedback from both their tutor and peers. By the end of the 

course, each student will have produced their own body of creative prose and a 

complementary critical commentary for assessment, and will have gained important insight 

into how sustained pieces of both creative and critical writing may be produced.  
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ECW 506 Seminar (3.0.3) 6 ECTS  

The aim of the course is to provide students with the skills that are necessary for conducting 

individual scholarly research and presenting its results satisfactorily. 

 

ELECTIVE COURSES 

 

ECW 566 Anglo-American Drama (3.0.3) 6 ECTS  
 

This is a survey of Anglo-American drama in which a selection of plays are analyzed in 

depth by focusing on the political, social and cultural contexts within which they were 

originally produced and performed.  

 

ECW 568 Shakespearean Comedy (3.0.3) 6 ECTS 

Shakespeare’s selected comedies will be explored in this course by focusing on key 

characteristics and elements, such as disguise, misunderstanding, misconception, comedy of 

errors, boy actors, gender roles, clowning, setting, timing, tragic in the comic etc.  Students 

are required read, watch and become familiar with the texts under discussion in advance and 

contribute to class discussions.  

 

ECW 570 Shakespeare on Film (3.0.3) 6 ECTS  
In this course, students will survey a rich variety of film, video and new media adaptations of 

a handful of Shakespeare’s plays. Students will also gain familiarity with the canonical 

Shakespearean directors. By the end of the course, students will be able to closely read and 

analyze filmic texts using terms drawn from literature, theatre/performance studies, and film 

studies. Students will also be able to demonstrate familiarity with some of the major ideas and 

theories surrounding cinematic adaptation. 

 

ECW 572 Adaptation Studies (3.0.3) 6 ECTS 

This course explores the nature of film, theatre, and television through selected case studies 

in adaptation. The course aims to examine the relationship between literary works and their 

visual adaptations in detail through an analytical perspective.  

 

ECW 574 Comparative Literature (3.0.3) 6 ECTS 

This course will examine important issues in the study of Western and non-Western 

literatures and their relation to culture and society. Students will develop skills for reading 

and discussing fiction from intercultural and comparative perspectives. By the end of the 

semester, students will acquire knowledge of different cultures, their traditions and their 

values. In addition, students will be able to demonstrate an understanding of basic concepts 

and reading strategies as these relate to the study of comparative literatures. 

 

ECW 516 Popular Culture Studies (3.0.3) 6 ECTS 

This course critically engages with popular culture in order to understand how an arena often 

dismissed as “mere entertainment” can act as an indicator of cultural values and a producer of 

cultural meaning. It explores popular culture as important economic, political, and social texts 
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and works to understand how the production and consumption of popular culture shapes, and 

is shaped by, our lived experiences. 


